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Greetings RPC, 

I canôt wait for this fall here at church.  It is going to be my best one 

yet.  Okay, itôs my first oneébut I am grateful for what is in store 

and the ways that we will get to follow Christ together week after 

week.  For several weeks now, I have been mentioning in worship 

that we will be starting a sermon series this fall on the Sermon on 

the Mount titled ñA New Way of Lifeò.  I wanted to share with you 

just a bit about why Iôm excited about this series and what we can 

all expect this fall. 

In Matthew 5 ï 7 ,Jesusô Sermon on the Mount is his longest direct 

teaching found anywhere in scripture.  In these chapters, Jesus 

covers a range of topics including, forgiveness, money, disciple-

ship, how to deal with anger, loving our enemies, and loving our 

neighbors.  In short, the Sermon on the Mount is Jesusô message 

of good news all in one place.  Whatôs more, in these chapters Je-

sus doesnôt just teach some nice lessons, he introduces all of us to 

something ground-breaking.  For Jesus, the words in this Sermon 

are an invitation to a whole new way of life in Godôs kingdom.  This 

changes everything! 

As we, here at RPC, enter into a new season of the year and a 

new season of ministry for our church this Sermon on the Mount is 

such a great place to start.  Here weôll learn (or remember) the life 

that Christ is calling us towards.  In addition to this series, this fall 

also happens to be the 500
th
 anniversary of the Protestant Refor-

mation.  500 years ago faithful people like Martin Luther and John 

Calvin responded to the new thing that God was doing in their 

midst.  Today, weôll learn from them and do our best to respond to 

Godôs work today with the same obedience and boldness.  Itôs go-

ing to be fun! 

Your partner in ministry, 

Austin Ashenbrenner, Pastor  
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Youth Schedule 
MIDDLE SCHOOL 
Saturday 
Bible Study  and group 6-9pm 
Youth Room 
Contact Todd & Jayna Harris 
jaynaharris@msn.com 
Toddandrewharris@msn.com or just show up! 

 From Fellowship ~  
As we say goodbye to the warm sunny days of summer we look forward to crisp autumn 

mornings, the changing color of fall leaves and our traditional 
Fellowship opportunities to enjoy each otherôs company. There will 
be two special occasions this fall: Homecoming Sunday and the 
Harvest Dinner. 
 September 17: Homecoming Sunday is the last time for 
combined services at 10AM. Immediately after church Dan and 
MaryKay Weinmeister have graciously offered to host 
Homecoming Sunday at their residence. Their beautiful and 
spacious home has been the site of this event in years past and 
we are excited to return again. They live close by and maps will be 

made available. Sides and salad sign-up sheets will be posted too. 
October 29: Harvest Dinner will be held in the upper room, we are planning an early start so we 

wonôt have to brave those cold, wet, dark evenings of late October. Time to be announced. We 

have much to be thankful for and itôs always a pleasure to share with others. Bring you loose 

change ï the youth will be Trick or Treating for UNICEF! 

to everyone who supported our efforts at the Summer Lunch 
Program this past summer. 
 

Redmond Nourishing Networks has a program to make lunches for children whose families 
receive free and reduced lunch over the school year. When school is out, this nutrition is no 
longer available for these students. Open Kitchen, the City of Redmond and Hopelink 
partner with Nourishing Networks to provide nutritious lunches along with a program of 
activities for children who live near the Avondale Hopelink Center. This past year we made 
approximately 80 lunches a day, 5 days a week for 8 weeks. That is a lot of lunches! RPC 
took two different weeks to provide volunteers to make those lunches. We wanted to thank 
everyone who came down, put peanut butter on bread, sliced carrots and fruit and stuffed 
those bags for kids! Bill and Barb Regan, Susan Wisen, Katie Schmidt, Alissa Acheson, 
Kristen Acheson, Juliann Phillips and Lujean Whitmore came to make lunches. Amy 
Eisenmann provided food for a days meals. Lujean brought granola bars. All in all, it 
was a wonderful effort! Thank you all so much! 

Notice the new slips for prayer intentions for our Prayer Board at the 
back of the church? Please date your requests and then self monitor. 
Namely, if the situation is resolved, you get that job or house, the surgery is 
successful etc. then pull the slip and put up another intention or request. The 
power of prayer works! 

Join our team!  
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DEACON DIALOGUE  

As fall approaches, we give thanks as we count our many blessings including a beautiful summer, 
the excitement of fall approaching and Godôs answer to our prayers as we welcome Pastor Austin. 
As Deacons, we look forward to his guidance in the coming weeks and months. Over the last few 
months, Interim Pastor Mark and Pat Kivela compiled a very comprehensive Administrative Manual 

for the operation of our church. The following is a brief description of the Deaconôs Board of the 
Redmond Presbyterian Church taken from this manual. 

 
The Deacons give compassion, witness and service to people in the church and 
nearby.  They inspire and encourage other Christians to do similar acts involving 
caring, spiritual support, and practical help. 
The particulars of the Deaconôs work will vary according to the needs and changes in 
the congregation.   However, some of their basic ministries involve keeping caring 
relationships through contacts with members and friends of the church in the form of 
visits, letters, phone calls, e-mails, and other channels of personal communication.  
They lend physical, emotional, and spiritual support to people in need.  They 
collaborate with the Pastor and other church leaders in an attempt to keep everyone 
in the church involved in caring for one another. 
As a board which witnesses to the reality and presence of Christ at the very heart of 
ordinary life, the deacons regularly pray for people and remind those in their charge 
of the caring presence of Godôs Spirit and the hope we have in Christ.  Particular acts 
of service may include providing or procuring transportation, visitation in the hospital, 
convalescent, or home settings, sending words or gestures of the congratulations or 
encouragement at particular times in the lives of those under their charge.  The 
deacons may provide or collaborate with others in the church to put on special 
receptions or Memorial services. 

 
We are grateful for the service of Marilynne Brown, Jeffrey Kuebler and Lonnie and Robin 
Thompson who have completed their final two year commitment and we warmly welcome 
Leslie OôConnell to our group. Our monthly meetings have resumed as we prayerfully fulfill 
our responsibilities as Deacons. Katie Schmidt will serve as Moderator, Bonnie Foti as Secretary 
and Lloyd Fisher as Treasurer. We have diverse skills and strengths and together we are an 
amazing resource for you to tap into.  
In an effort to best serve everyone, we organize our efforts by dividing the congregation into 
relatively equal groups and assigning a deacon to each group.  There are changes as Deacons 
move in and out of service and as new families join RPC and others move away but we try really 
hard to keep our master list up to date and in sync with the church master list. We can be most 
successful when we are working in cooperation with all of you helping to keep us informed of 
where our help is needed.  If you are unsure whether you have a Deacon please feel free to 
contact Pat Kivela who has a copy of our master list.  
Confidentiality is probably the most important aspect of what we do and you should have every 
expectation that whatever you share with any of the Deacons will remain in confidence within our 
group. We appreciate the call to serve Redmond Presbyterian Church in this ministry and ask for 
your prayers for the work we do as Deacons. 
 
RPC Deacons: Ilse, Lloyd, Ginny, Bonnie, Ann, Barb, Katie, Wilson, Mary Kay and Leslie 
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Communications and Outreach News 
By Allison Butcher 
 
What a wonderful summer in the life of our church!  While itôs been a season of change, saying 
goodbye to our Transitional Pastor, Rev. Mark Smutny, and welcoming Rev. Austin Ashenbrenner 
as our new Pastor, this has not slowed us down.   
 
On July 8, the Communications and Outreach Commission led RPCôs participation in the Redmond 
Derby Days Parade. Our float promoting Vacation Bible School and our support for Redmond 
Nourishing Networks reached thousands of area residents who came out to see the parade.  It was 
a beautiful day and a great opportunity to show our love of Jesus Christ in the community, while 
highlighting RPCôs childrenôs ministry and mission commission.  Thank you to Betty and Bob Koenig 
for driving this yearôs float and to the families who participated in the parade. We handed out 
hundreds goodies, including fruit snacks, candy, super hero masks and stickers, more than 400 of 
which came with a small tag promoting our upcoming VBS. Thank you also to Sandee Palmquist for 
coordinating RPCôs involvement in Redmond Nourishing Networks. 
 

On August 20, a group of volunteers from 
RPC participated in Community Serve Day 
at Norman Rockwell Elementary School in 
Redmond. This is a program where local 
churches partner with schools to prepare 
them for the new school year. Volunteers 
spread bark around play areas, painted U.S. 
maps on playgrounds, planted flowerbeds, 
cut shrubs and helped teachers set up 
classrooms.  Through our participation, we 
were able to engage directly with families in 
our community, to let them know of our 
presence and our faith in God, and help give 
back by sprucing up the school campus. 
Thank you to the Weinmesters, Dorns and 
Walters for joining Kenneth and me for 
this wonderful outreach activity. (pssst é 
my grandsons thank you too, since they 
both attend Norm Rockwell.) 

 
As we move into fall, the RPC website redesign continues to move forward. We are reviewing initial 
design concepts and have been busy preparing to update content for the new website. It will be very 
exciting to have an updated look and a more functional website ï one that can be more easily 
accessed from mobile devices and hopefully improves our engagement with website visitors. 
 
In closing, we continue to post regular updates on RPCôs Facebook page. If you havenôt already, 
please visit us by searching ñRedmond Presbyterian Churchò on Facebookôs search field, and we 
encourage all Facebook users to like the page so you can keep up with our posts. 
 
As always, I welcome your feedback and ideas for the Communications and Outreach Commission.  
Please contact me at (425) 460-8223 or allijean3@comcast.net. 
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SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 
Sept. 04 ï Benjamin Smith 

Sept. 05 - Kevin Mayer 

Sept. 08 - Carolyn Nelson 

Sept. 08  - Hannah Linsky 

Sept. 18 ïDick Brandt 

Sept. 24 ïKarlee Guthrie 

Sept. 24 ïTanner Steeples 

Sept. 24 - Rileigh Geffken 

Sept. 30 - Marilynne Brown 

Sept. 30 - Seth Ahnert 

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS    
October 3 - Jonathan Foster 
October 4 - Kristen McGaw 
October 5 - Mary Moorehead 
October 7 - Jim Crim 
October 7 - Sam Linsky 
October 8 - Dion Yahoudy 
October 9 ï Barb Regan 
October 9 ï Margaret Osborne 

October 10 - Devin Wulff 
October 12 - Jeanette Lesh 
October 13 - Thomas Rich 
October 14 - Ralph Dines 
October 18 - Julia Duoos & Maura Duoos 
October 19 - Caroline Rich 
October 19 - Glen Strachan 
October 29 ï Ann Luce 
October 29 - Janet Hockenbery 
October 30 - Ruth Jesson 
October 31 - Barbara Taylor 
October 31 - Jean Huesmann 

A note from Pat Kivela ~ Birthdays have always been important to me. It is the 
day that Godõs creation, YOU , came into this life to share your wonderful 
talents with the world. If you are  not listed or if I have the  wrong date, please 
let me know! Call the office (425)885 -2811 or drop a note in the collection basket. 
We are thankful you are here.  
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The Summer in Review 
 
I was privileged to take part in my first VBS with Redmond Pres-
byterian this Summer. Hero Central, which taught our kids how 
to be heroes for Christ by serving God, was a blast from partici-
pating in the Derby Days Parade to that final Friday morning to-
gether VBS week. We were honored to have fire fighters and 
police officers from the city of Redmond make appearances to 
tell our kiddos how they serve in the form of keeping us safe. It 
was awesome to see several kids from the community in the 
roster in addition to those who regularly join us for Sunday 
School. A big warm thank you to everybody who donated supplies, 
food, or other support to make VBS happen this year and to the many volunteers who were on site 
VBS week decorating, guiding children, leading stations, and helping with clean up. 
 

Anticipating the New Sunday School Year 
 
I am very excited to jump into fall and partner with Pastor Austin in ministry this year. Our kids are 
starting with a fresh curriculum this September geared towards teaching Godôs amazing love for 
them and developing personal relationships with Him.  
 
I am looking forward to our childrenôs opportunity to serve through upcoming events such as Har-
vest Dinner and Operation Christmas Child. We have reinstated childrenôs offering in the Sunday 
School which will also be geared towards  
a mission (to be announced). 
 
Andrew Smith has begun music rehearsals in preparation for the children lead worship on Decem-
ber 10. We would like to extend the invitation for all children, if they have participated other years 
or not to join!  
 
Please join me in prayer for the children from the community who attended our VBS program over 
the Summer, Pastor Austinôs new leadership in our church, and the upcoming year of childrenôs 
ministry at RPC.  
 
ñLord we thank you for your goodness. Thank you for all of your children who came and hid your 
word away in their hearts this summer. Please be at work in these kidôs lives as they start the new 
school year. Thank you for our new Pastor, be with him through all of the newness that comes with 
transition his first year here. Let your word be alive and active in our childrenôs ministry team as we 
step into Fall. Thank you for your provision. Amen.ò  
 
                                                                                                                                                        - 

Marina Fleege  

CHILDRENôSMINISTRY NEWS       
MARINA FLEEGE, CHILDRENôS DIRECTOR 

ANDREW SMITH, ELDER FOR CHILDRENôS MINISTRY 
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Over Summer, the Women's Bible study group began a study on the gospel of John entitled, "The 
Gospel of Light and Life" by Adam Hamilton.  We meet at the home of 
Barbara Taylor on Monday evenings at 7 p.m.   
In October, we will begin a study from Interpretation Bible Studies on 
First Corinthians.  
 
For more information, please call Barbara at 425-885-6059,  
 barbara@thetaylorplace.com or Pat Prophet 425-861-6747, 
pat.prophet@comcast.net. 

Hi All, 
As many of you know I have begun a Doctoral program this past spring.  This fall I am looking for 
your help with this program (donôt worry you wonôt have any homework).  I will be leading a five 
week study of a book titled, Joining God: Listen Together.  This is not a typical Bible Study.  This 
is an opportunity to pay attention to our current context (our lives, our neighborhoods, and our 
work) and through prayer and scripture study we will discern together how God is at work all 
around us. 
Weôll meet five times for the five Sundays in October.  Weôll gather each Sunday Oct. 1

st
 ï 29

th
 at 

10 am to 11 am  for one hour.  There is no limit to the group size.  This study will work with 3 
people or 30 people.  I am looking forward to this time and I hope that some of you will join me.   
To sign up, simply e-mail office@redmondpres.org.  Thank you all, 

Pastor Austin  
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SPIRITUAL OPPORTUNITIES 

Women's Fall Book Study 
Luke 22:19  
And he took bread, gave thanks, broke it, gave it to them, and said, ñThis is my body, which is 
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me." 
September 20 begins a new women's book study. Once a month we will meet to discuss portions 
of the book Bread and Wine: A Love Letter to Life Around the Table with Recipes. Author, 
Shauna Niequist describes the book as, "a collection of essays about family and friendships, and 
the meals that bring us together. It's about the ways God teaches and nourishes us as we nour-
ish the people around us..." (page 7).  
We will meet Wednesdays, Sept. 20, Oct.18, and Nov. 15, from 7:15 - 8:15pm in the CE Build-
ing.  
If you are interested or would like more information, please contact Jessica Ahnert by 
email jessica.ahnert@gmail.com or phone 206-486-5684.  

Sunday Night Scripture Study 
Small group scripture study at the home of Dave and Jane Wickert @ 6 
pm. They are currently in the book of Exodus. Make your reservations 
now for this journey! Contact Dave or Jane at dwickert@hotmail.com; 
jcwickert@hotmail.com or  phone(425)898-9721. 
 

mailto:barbara@thetaylorplace.com
mailto:pat.prophet@comcast.net
mailto:office@redmondpres.org
x-apple-data-detectors://11
mailto:jessica.ahnert@gmail.com
tel:206-486-5684
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SPIRITUAL OPPORTUNITIES continued 

Knit One ~ Pray Too 
Combine Mission work with Spirituality! A 
group of  12 women  (usually 3-7) that 
meet  in the Prayer Library, October thru 
June, 1st Saturday of the month . Differ-
ent projects for the church community, 
local and global communities that in-
volves prayer and making hats, scarves, 
sweaters and fleece blankets and  prayer!   
Contact Nicole Lesh, 

Adult Spiritual Formation 
Weekly classes  meet  in room 26 of the CE Building either after the 10AM worship service or 
between services  once we return to the two services schedule on September 24th. John Lesh, 
elder facilitates along with Pastor Austin. Currently John and Pastor Austin are  Unbinding the 
Gospel. In October, they will  present Joining God: Listen Together. Watch the calendar and/or 
bulletin or contact John Lesh, johnrobertleshjr@hotmail.com for details. 

Join the Prayer Team and/or join Seekers (A Christian Womenôs Book Club) 
Contact Ann Luce , annluce2@gmail.com or phone (206)334-5946  to join the Prayer Team. 
Prayers are needed more than ever.   
Contact Jane Wickert, jcwickert@hotmail.com or phone (425)898-9721 to find out  when and 
where the monthly meetings are held and  the list of book titles they are covering 

Finally, join the Choir or Praise Team  
They say ñto sing is to praise God twiceò! Consider joining the Choir or Praise Team.  
Praise Team holds weekly rehearsals on Wednesdays @ 5:00 pm and leads the 11:15 am wor-
ship service. Choir holds weekly rehearsals on Thursdays @ 7:00 pm and leads the 9:00 am 
worship service. Both are on break in July and August. Contact Bill Phillips, bil-
lyph@comcast.net or phone (425)408-2119 for Praise Team. To join the choir contact Anne 
Bergsma,  
arbergsma@yahoo.com or phone 
(206)948-8437. 
 
 


