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Hello RPC, 
 
Well, the season is upon us.  There are Christmas carols being sung, 
trees going up, peppermint everything in the stores.  It is definitely 
Christmas time. 
This Advent season at RPC we are going to focus our attention on the 
meaning of Christ’s arrival.  We love celebrating Jesus’ birth and all 
that is included in the Christmas season.  However, do we stop to truly 
consider what this arrival means for our lives, our church, and our 
world?   
The reality is the Christmas season moves fast.  Really fast!  Gathering 
for worship is the intentional decision that we make to rest and 
consider how Christ’s arrival interrupts our lives, in the best way 
possible. 
My prayer for all of us this season is that we would be open to this 
interruption.  Be ready for Christ to break in to our routines, traditions, 
and celebrations to bring new life and much needed peace.  It seems 
weird to hope and pray for interruption but I am confident that this 
particular interruption will be a blessing to us all this season. 
Happy Advent friends, 

Austin Ashenbrenner, Pastor 
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Mark your calendars: 
 
Dec. 2nd~All Campus Work 
Party, 9am -?? 
Dec. 3rd~ Christmas Is All In 
Your Heartt concert in 
Sanctuary, 3pm 
Dec. 10thðone 10am Children 
Led Christmas Worship service; 
Open House following service 
Dec. 12th~ Annual Christmas 
Party @ Emerald Heights, 
11am—3pm 
Dec. 24th ð 4th Sunday of 
Advent, one 10 am service 
Dec. 24thðChristmas Eve 
Candlight Services: 
 5pm Contemporary         
Family worship 
 7 pm Traditional  worship 
Dec. 31stðone 10 am  
Worship service 

 

All Campus Clean 
Up (interior/

exterior) Saturday, 
Dec. 2nd,  
9am—??? 

Advent Sermon Series 
The world is full of strife and struggle. Christ comes to bring peace.  
Our lives are chaotic. We experience loss and pain. Christ arrives 
bringing love and hope.  
In Advent our deepest needs are met as Christ enters our world and 
our lives to dwell amongst us.  
Join us in worship this Advent season to experience how Christôs arri-
val touches our lives, heals our world, and gives us hope for tomorrow.  
First Sunday of Advent, December 3rd; 9 and 11:15 am 
Hope has come  John 1:1-5 + 14  
Second Sunday of Advent, December 10th; one 10 am Worship only 
Peace has come  Children/Youth led Worship  

Third Sunday of Advent;, December 17th; 9 and 11:15 am 
Joy has come   Luke 1:39-56 
Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 24th; 
one 10 am Worship only 
Love has come  Luke 1:57-66 
Christmas Eve, December 24th; Candlelight 
Worship services, 5 pm Contemporary and 7 
pm Traditional  
Christ has come  Luke 1:26-33, 
Luke 2:1-7, Luke 2:8-14, Luke 2:15-20 
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DEACON DIALOGUE  

2 Corinthians 9:8 “And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all 
that you need, you will abound in every good work.” 
This fall, your RPC Deacons have continued to support our Care Unit members, as well as each other,  
with visits, cards, and acts of service.  We truly desire to supply spiritual, emotional, and physical 
assistance throughout the community.  Without the help of every one of you at RPC, however, our efforts 
would fall short. We cherish the way everyone in the church cares for one another and encourage all of 
you to keep up the “good work.” Please let us know of any needs where the deacons can provide 
assistance. 
During the holiday season, stress lurks around every corner from the necessities of special preparations 
and celebrations with families, to dreading times of loneliness, and possible financial challenges.  We are 
anxious about preparing our homes for guests, and worry about not having enough food…or too much 
food.  Sometimes it is overwhelming to find the time to truly honor the coming of our Lord when we are so 
engrossed in the demands of the season. 
An excerpt from an anonymous poem, brought to our attention at our last Deacon’s meeting by Ginny 
Fisher, may help us to stay focused on a simple way to keep our spirits high: 

A Smile to Wish You Well 
Thereôs a secret knack to living that can shorten every mile, 

When the load gets too oppressive, you can lighten it with a smile! 
When your world crowds in about you, what can cheer you for a while? 

The finest therapy you know, the simplest oneða smile! 
We cherish the way everyone in the church cares for one another and encourage you to keep up the 
“good work.”  Please contact us if any need arises where we might lend a helping hand. 

Katie Schmidt 

RPC Deacons: Ilse, Lloyd, Ginny, Bonnie, Ann, Barb, Katie, Wilson, Mary Kay and Leslie 

First we work é 
On Saturday, December 2nd from 9am until ???, we will have an All Campus Work Party in 
conjunction with our Boy Scouts as we clean up our campus and get it ready for Christmas. 
The project list is long and the hands are few and there are always items inside the building 
that need to be addressed in case you do not want to be outside. Anyone up for dusting? 

Christmas is All in Your Heart 
I hope you can join us to kick off the Advent season on December 3rd at 3:00pm in the sanctuary for our 
annual family musical presentation of my original Christmas songs. 
 A subtitle for this would be “Messiah for a New Millennium,” since we’ll take you from prophesies of a 
new king to the joy of salvation in a little over an hour.  
It’s a big range of music and as always, there is NO cover 
charge, so it’s always worth the price of admission! 
 
So, save your money, stay out of the mall, and come and sing 
with the Phillips Family. We’ll leave you tapping your toes and 
whistling a tune and you won’t hear these songs anywhere 
else!  
 
 As always, we even have a few surprises up our sleeves…. 
And it’s even Ellis’ first birthday so you get to hear the Official 
Phillips Family Birthday song I wrote for Jessica and Taylor 
years ago when they were in preschool! 

Love and joy, 

                                      Bill Phillips 
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Seekers 
 2017- 2018 Schedule 

 
 

Order your book at: King County Library 425.462.9600 or www.kcls.org 
See the church newsletter for possible changes  

Date 
  

Book Host Discussion Leader 

December 11, 
2017 

Ordinary Grace by William 
Kent Krueger 

Lujean 
(potluck at 
6:30) 

Anne 

January 8, 2018 Funny in Farsi by Firozeh 
Dumas 

Lori Shari 

February 5, 2018 The Zookeeperõs Wife by 
Dianne Ackerman 

Anne Nicole 

March 5, 2018 
  

A Passage to India by E. 
M. Forster 

Sally Anne 

April 2, 2018 
  

The Bad- Ass Librarians of 
Timbuktu by Joshua Ham-

mer 

Shari Lujean 

May 7, 2018 
  

Far To Go by Alison Pick Sandee Lori 

June 4, 2018 
  

The Readers of Broken 
Wheel Recommend by Ka-
tarina Bivald 

Katie Sandee 

July 9, 2018 
  

Sisi by Allison Pataki Jane Shari 

September 10, 
2018 

Book Selection Month Shari Jane Wickert 

October 1, 2018 Beneath a Scarlet Sky by 
Mark Sullivan 

Sandee Nicole 

Then we playé 
The  Annual RPC and Emerald Heights Christmas Party will be held on Tuesday, 
December 12th , 11am—3pm in the Emerald Room @ Emerald Heights. Plan on 
joining your fellow Presbyterians for a delicious lunch, wonderful fellowship and a spirit 
filled musical program. 
 

Youth Schedule 
MIDDLE SCHOOL 
Saturday 
Bible Study  and group 6-9pm 
Youth Room 
Contact Todd & Jayna Harris 
jaynaharris@msn.com 
Toddandrewharris@msn.com or just show up! 
 

Join our team!  
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CHILDRENôSMINISTRY NEWS       
MARINA FLEEGE, CHILDREN’S DIRECTOR 

ANDREW  SMITH, ELDER FOR CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 
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JANUARY 
BIRTHDAYS 
Jan 5 - Darleen Johnson 
Jan 7 ï Carole Rich 
Jan 7 ï Robin Thompson 
Jan 8 ï Phil Sawchuck 
Jan 9 ï Dave Wickert 
Jan 11- Jan Stoebe 
Jan 11- Bill Bastine 
Jan 12 ï Marjorie Rowley 
Jan 12 ï Erika 
Ashenbrenner 
Jan 13 ï  Dick Swope 
Jan 15 ï Thomas Brown 
Jan 15 ï Paul Stolarczuk 
Jan 16 ï Heidi Linsky 
Jan 17 ï Navin Singh 
Jan 19 ï Sally Bastine 
Jan 22 ï Pat Prophet 
Jan 26 ï Irene Menghini 
Jan 28 ï Ed Rich 
Jan 31 ï Mark Pearson 
  

DECEMBER 
Dec. 1 - Katie Weinmeister 
Dec. 3 - Tricia OôConnell 
Dec. 3 - Sandee Palmquist 
Dec. 4 - Jim Guthrie 
Dec. 5 ï Bob Gomulkiewicz 
Dec. 9 - Joclyn Coats 
Dec. 10 -  Dave Rich 
Dec. 12 - Dan Birmingham 
Dec. 16 -  Julia Steeples 
Dec. 16 ï Kim Smith 
Dec. 17 - Katie Schmidt 
Dec. 17 ï Andrea Lairson 
Dec. 19 -  Fiori Archer 
Dec. 20 - Etienne De Villiers 
Dec. 20 - Ron Dorn 
Dec. 20 ï Amy Eisenmann 
Dec. 21 - Don Lane 
Dec. 26 - Julie Tramp 
Dec. 26 ï Christopher Lawson 
Dec. 31 ï Jim Hathaway 

It has been a very fun and productive season of Harvest in the children’s ministry this year. At Harvest 
Dinner our kiddos raised $84 for hurricane relief by “trick or treating” for change.  
The kids had a great time practicing evangelism and service through writing letters to others across the 
world for Operation Christmas Child. Sunday School children and youth helped pack many of the 100+ 
shoe boxes we sent out this year.  
 
Lujean Whitmore has been a wonderful blessing to us for another year of 
leading puppet ministry. There has already been a sweet Channel Pray 
puppet      skit preformed during worship by some of our older kids.  
 Andrew Smith has been diligently preparing for the upcoming Children 
& Youth Service on December 10 through regular instrumental music and 
vocal practice. In Sunday School if we aren’t preparing for the December 10 

Children’s drama, we have been 
studying significant moments from 
Jesus’ life. Such as his baptism, his 
resistance to temptation, and his 
disciple making during his time in 
ministry on earth.  
 
Please join me in prayer for the children across the world that will 
receive our letters and shoeboxes full of gifts at Christmas time. As 
well as prayer for the continued faith development of every child 
at RPC as we teach them what it means to walk with Christ 

      Marina Fleege 

Praying for OCC Boxes During Childrenôs Story 

ñChannel Prayò Puppets in Worship 
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In December, The Women's Bible study group begins an advent study 
entitled,"Faithful" - Christmas through the eyes of Joseph.  We meet at the 
home of Barbara Taylor on Monday evenings at 7 p.m.  For further 
information, please call Barbara at 425-885-6059, 
Barbara@thetaylorplace.com or Pat Prophet, 425-861-6746, 
pat.prophet@comcast.net.   
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SPIRITUAL OPPORTUNITIES 

Sunday Night Scripture Study 
Small group scripture study at the home of Dave and Jane Wickert @ 6 pm. They 
are studying the Birth of the Messiah. Contact Dave or Jane at 
dwickert@hotmail.com; jcwickert@hotmail.com or  phone(425)898-9721. 
 

Join the Prayer Team and/or  
Contact Ann Luce , annluce2@gmail.com or phone (206)334-5946  to join the Prayer Team. Prayers are 
needed more than ever.   
 

Join Seekers (A Christian Womenôs Book Club) 
Contact Jane Wickert, jcwickert@hotmail.com or phone (425)898-9721 to find out  when and where the 
monthly meetings are held. For the month of December we are reading and discussing Ordinary Grace  by 
William Kent Krueger  and in January we will read Funny In Farsi by Firazeh Dumas. 

MISSION OPPORTUNITIES 

Become a collector: 
§ Collect 2018 calendars of any size for Hopelink Adult ESL classes. Calendar donation basket is in back 

of the church.  
 
§ Collect old eye glasses and cases for VOSH. Basket is in the back of the church. 
 
§ Collect and donate food for the Redmond Food Bank. The large basket is in the back of the church. 
§ Give a present for someone on the Giving Tree. 

RPC will once again host the FoodBox Program, in conjunction with  
Redmond  Nourishing Networks 
Last year, Redmond Nourishing Networks began a program to provide supplemental food for 
families whose children receive free and reduced lunch during long school breaks. RPC was the host for 
people dropping off and picking up food. This year, we will host the program once again. In addition, we are 
adding 2 more schools so we will need lots more food. So, in addition, we would love to have RPC families 
participate in donating food as well. Our first day was Tuesday Nov. 21 and the next opportunity will be 
before Christmas break, December 14th, 7amð7pm. Be watching the bulletin for the links to sign up to 
provide food for a family. More details to follow! 

Watch for sign-up sheets to provide and/or serve meals at the Menôs 
Emergency Shelter beginning in January. 

mailto:Barbara@thetaylorplace.com
mailto:pat.prophet@comcast.net
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Weôre on the Web! 
www.redmondpres.org 

 

Redmond Presbyterian Church Staff  

Pastor—Rev. Austin Ashenbrenner, 
pastor@redmondpres.org 

Marina Fleege, Childrenôs Ministry Director 
      children@redmondpres.org 
 
Interim Youth Director: Middle School-Todd 
& Jayna Harris, jaynaharris@msn.com;  
 
Pat Kivela, Administrative Coordinator 
    office@redmondpres.org 

Mike Smith, Organist,  
    organpianoplayer@frontier.com 

Bill Phillips, Praise Team Director 
    bill.phillips@redmondpres.org 

Anne Bergsma, Director of Traditional Music 
    arbergsma@yahoo.com. 

Julia Chew, Infant and Toddler Caregiver 
     JuliaChew1@hotmail.com 
 

Join us 
for 

Worship! 
 
 

 
Traditional @ 9AM 

Fellowship /ASF  10:15 AM CE Building 

Contemporary @ 11:15 AM 
                   

We want to hear from you!  We would like to include 
short articles, book reviews, or photos from our 
congregation.  Please send your submissions to 
newsletter@redmondpres.org by December 22nd to 
be considered for the  January/February newsletter 
Photography: Bob and Betty Koenig,  
Allison Butcher 
Newsletter staff: Betty Koenig, Allison Butcher and Pat Kivela 

http://www.redmondpres.org
mailto:JuliaChew1@hotmail.com

