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2017  "A Season for Growing" Pastor Larry Grounds 
 
According to the calendar Lent comes late this year, beginning on March 
1st.  But Lent comes early for RPC.  The church will need to hunker down 
and pray as they await a new permanent pastor.  On January 8th the Pas-
tor Nominating Committee announced that they will need more time to find 
the "one" they believe is called to be the next pastor of Redmond Presby-
terian Church, following in the foot steps of five permanent pastors in the 
church's 50 year history. 
 
Church leaders hoped to have a somewhat immediate transition from the 
ending of my 12-year pastorate to the beginning of the Church's next per-
manent pastor--without the need of an interim pastor to fill in a between 
time.  Yet, in the early stages of mapping out this transition based on the 
firm date of January 31, 2017 for my retirement, the Seattle Presbytery 
Committee on Ministry leaders advised me that this timeline to call a new 
pastor would be a "best case scenario." to arrive at a new pastor.  The tran-
sition process normally takes a little longer.  So our Session was advised in 
September 2015 to be ready for the possibility that there would be a gap 
between my departure and the "new" permanent pastor's arrival. 
 
Well, here it is.  The transition will take somewhat longer. I have immense 
gratitude for the way RPC's leaders (Transition Team, Pastor Nominating 
Committee, and Ruling Elders) have navigated this entire seventeen month 
transition.  And, even now, with the announcement of this necessary wait 
for the next permanent pastor, I believe God will use this gap to deepen the 
congregation's trust and steadfastness in this time of waiting.  Lean sea-
sons are a part of the Lenten theme.  Just as the soil producing abundant 
harvests are best rejuvenated when they are given time to rest and recon-
stitute themselves, congregations can grow deeper in faith and hope in 
times of absence and waiting.  However long this gap lasts, I'm confident 
that in the end you will have looked within more deeply, will be able stand 
on your own more solidly, and will share more spiritual gifts to enrich the 
whole faith community.   
 
"but those who wait on the Lord 
 shall renew their strength, 
  they shall mount up their wings as  
   eagles,  
 they shall run and not be weary, 
  they shall walk and not faint."  Isaiah 40:31 
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Mark your calendars: 

Feb. 14th ð 7am ð7pm  

Redmond Food Box  program, 

Youth Room 

Feb. 20th ðYouth group 
Thrills, Chills & Spills @ 

Snoqualmie Ski  

Area 

Feb. 27th ðRPC hosts Blood 

Drive , 1-7pm Youth Room 

Feb. 28th ð6pm Shrove  

Tuesday, Pancake Feed & 
Imposition of Ashes, CE Bldg. 

Upper Room 

March 25th ðRedmond Cho-
rale presents Choral Music of 
Latin America Spring Condert, 

7pm, Sanctuary/Youth Room 

March 26th ð10am Children 
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My Gratitude for you and my prayers for your future will continue for countless years after I leave.  
The best gift I could receive from you, the church I was honored to serve, is to see you flourish in the 
future.   

 
With gratitude and love for all of you in Christ, 

  Pastor Larry  
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After completing the necessary permit process and obtaining several bids, Joe Zimmerman 
oversees the removal of four dead and dangerous trees (one behind CE Building that was in 
jeopardy of falling on neighborôs house) on November 9th, 2016.  Dead limbs on several trees 
were also removed to prevent injury to those walking beneath the trees. Joe also removed a 
dead cherry tree and one whose roots were breaking up the sidewalk.  
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The Childrenôs Ministry has been busy throughout the Harvest and Christmas seasons. Fall was 
kick started with recommencing 9am Sunday school classes and nursery care with Julia Chew. 
This has been met with positive feedback and steady attendance. Our kids did fabulous at Trick or 
Treat for Unicef and raised $141.97 this year for needy families around the world. We have been 
blessed with Lujean Whitmore again this year via puppet ministry which did presentations Oct 16 
and Nov 13 in the Fall. Our kids were very active in Operation Christmas Child and contributed to 
packing all the shoe boxes which were collected this year.  
Transitioning the 2

nd
-5
th
 grade Sunday school class to the Route 66 curriculum and dusting off our 

old Sunday school computers has been a successful change. December 18 we had a great Chil-
drenôs Ministry Christmas outreach with music lead by Andrew and drama lead by our new Chil-
drenôs Co-ordinator Marina. Another music and short drama performance are in the works for the 
Easter Childrenôs service. Coming up soon is a CPR course certifying some of our Sunday school 
teachers on Jan 28. We are looking forward to another active and exciting year of ministry in 
2017.   

Marina  
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MIDDLE SCHOOL 
SATURDAY 
BIBLE STUDY  AND 
GROUP 6-9PM 
 
  
HIGH SCHOOL 
SUNDAY 
BIBLE STUDY TBD 
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